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you mistake bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter; you love liars,
and have a horror for those who tell truth; you deprecate good
men, and honour bad ones; you favour the vicious and persecute
the virtuous. Finally, you are most liberal with other men's pro-
perty, and very miserly with your own. What would you have me
say more ? except that you would be very appropriately placed to
row in a galley, for I will warrant that your lordship would have
more strength to handle an oar, than virtue in governing a bishop-
ric. Others say that your lordship is much honoured; but Seneca
teaches us that wise men hold the praise of fools to be a sign of
infamy; for all that they think is vain, and all their words are
false ; what they condemn is good, and what they praise is bad;
what they laud is infamy, and consequently all that they do is folly.
True honour consists in being praised and honoured by those who
are themselves worthy of honour; and the greatest honour is to
please Jesus Christ. It was related to me that your lordship was
astonished at the patience with which I underwent my trials, and
I am certainly astonished at your astonishment, because displeasure
at things badly done proceeds from wisdom, but surprise at things
being well done, proceeds from a shallow judgment and scant ex-
perience ; and do you not know that forgiveness is not granted
except to those who are willing to be crucified with Christ relative
to this world, desiring to enjoy with him the glory of the next ?
And do you not know that sentence written by Paul the apostle
in an Epistle to Timothy, by which he expresses that, all those
who would practise virtue in Christ, must be despised in the pre-
sent time ? You appear not to be aware that what is hurtful to
the body, is beneficial to the soul; nor do you seem to know that
the kingdom of heaven is not to be gained by fighting bulls, nor
by gaming with reeds, nor by pieces of gold shut up in a box, nor
by having hosts of slaves in the mines as your lordship has. It
cannot be obtained by contracts, nor cheating, nor falsehoods, nor
lies; but is to be gained by undergoing persecution, infirmities,
incarceration, imprisonment, poverty, hunger, thirst, contempt,
dislike, exile, torments, and various other labours and tribulations
which daily assail the life of mortals. And if your lordship be
ignorant of these things, as I believe you are, you may class your-
self rather with beasts than with men. There are many more